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of the Invention The present invention relates to the field of cannulas, and in
particular, to cannulas which have a wound through-cutout of a tapered shape which
is used as a cutting edge of a surgical blade. II. Description of the Prior Art One type

of cannula is disclosed in WO 97/27071 and is used in endoscopic surgery. The
cannula has a through cutout which is tapered. A blade may be inserted into the

cannula through the through cutout and is used to puncture the wall of an organ. The
blade cuts the internal wall of the organ that the cannula is inserted into. The blade is
inserted into the through cutout along the longitudinal axis of the cannula. The blade
is extended through the through cutout to cut the internal organ wall. The shape of
the cutout may also be used to cut through larger tissue layers. A problem with the

conventional cannula is that because of the configuration of the cutout it is difficult to
push the blade through the cannula, and the blade tends to jam in the cannula. With
these and other objects in view, there is provided, in accordance with the invention, a
cannula and a blade for use in endoscopic surgery having a tapered through cutout

as a cutting edge of the blade. The blade is formed from steel having a beveled
surface. A conduit can be slidably received within a distal end of
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