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a.T2-weighted and contrast-enhanced MR imaging of brain ischemia: a longitudinal follow-up study. To
compare the sensitivity, specificity, and accuracy of clinical T2-weighted (T2w) magnetic resonance (MR)
imaging with that of angiography and perfusion single-photon emission computed tomography (SPECT)
to detect persistent ischemia after stroke, and to determine optimal T2w time points for MRI. MR and
SPECT examinations were performed in 23 patients at a median of 38 days after stroke. In addition to MR
and SPECT, all patients underwent angiography. Two experienced neuroradiologists examined the MR
and SPECT images blinded to the findings at angiography. Over a follow-up period of 3-34 months, no
recurrent stroke or progressive ischemic lesions were noted. The sensitivity and specificity of MRI for
stroke was 1.0 and 0.75 for the T2w sequences, and 1.0 and 1.0 for SPECT; the sensitivity of combined
SPECT and MRI was 0.75 and 0.85 and the specificity 0.98 and
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